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Activities 1

What's the book about?

Look at the front of this book and talk about these questions.

1 Where is Barcelona? What do you know about it? What can visitors
do there?

2 Why are the people in this story going to visit Barcelona? What do
you think?

3 What games do you like? Do you like playing them or watching them?
Why?

What happens first?
1 Read page 1 of The Barcelona Game quickly and answer these
questions.

1 Where do the Hoopers live?

a London b Cardiff c

2 How old is Holly?

a 11 b 12 c 13
3 How many brothers has she got?

a?z b3 c4
4 When are Manchester United playing in Spain?

a On Tuesday b On Wednesday ¢ On Thursday
5 Who is going to Spain with Kev and Trev? -

a Theirmum b Their dad ¢ Holly

6 What is Holly doing on page 1?

a Sheisreading. b Sheisshouting. ¢ Sheis painting.
7 Does Holly like football?

a Yes b No ¢ Perhaps

2 Which of these people are going to go to Spain? What do you think?




The Barcelona Game

olly Hooper lives in Manchester. She has two brothers, Kev
and Trev. Holly is twelve, quiet and loves books. The boys are
seventeen, noisy and love football.
One September morning, Kev runs into the kitchen.
‘“They're here!” he shouts. “The tickets for the Barcelona game
are herel’ '
He jumps up and down.
Holly is reading Olsver Twist. She puts her book down.
‘The Barcelona game?” she asks. “What’s that?’
Trev looks at her. “You don’t know?” he says. ‘Manchester United
are playing in Spain on Wednesday. Dad, Kev and I are going.’
‘Oh,” Holly says.

shout /faut/ (v) Please don’t shout. | can hear you!
dad /dzd/ (n) | go home from school with Dad because he is a teacher here.

i



But that evening
Dad isnt well. Next morning
he talks to Kev and Trev.

‘T'm sorry, boys,” he says. T've
got a bad cold. I cantgoto. ..
to... ACHOQO!... to Spain
with you.’

‘But, Dad, we've got three tickets
for the aeroplane,” Kev says. ‘And three
tickets for the game.’

‘And a hotel room for you too,” Trev says. “What are we going to do?’

The room is quiet.

Then Mum says, ‘I know! You can take Holly.’

Kev looks at Trev. Trev looks at Kev.

Yes!” Dad says. ‘That’s the answer. It 7s the summer holidays. And
she’s doing Spanish at school too.”

‘But. ..’ Kevand Trev say.

‘No “buts”,” Mum says.
“You're taking your little

sister with you!’

next /nekst/ (adj) Is Manchester the next stop on this train?
mum /mam/ (n) Mum works in an office. She comes home at six o’clock.
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The Barcelona Game

The next day is Wednesday.
Kev, Trev and Holly leave for
Spain. Holly is very happy.
On the aeroplane she reads a
book about Barcelona. There
are a lot of photos in it. —

‘It’s a beautiful place,’ '
she thinks.

Behind her, the boys are sleeping.

They arrive at Barcelona airport at three o'clock.

‘OK,’ Trev says. ‘Let’s take a taxi to the hotel.’

Then Holly says, ‘Oh, no!” and stops suddenly. She can see a big
hole in her bag. Some of her books are falling on the floor.

Kev looks at Trev. Trev looks at Kev. |

“This is a good start,” Kev says.

Then he sees a small airport shop. There are some bags in the
window. They have Barcelona on them.

‘Go and buy a new bag,” he tells Holly. ‘But be quick, OK?’
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leave /lizv/ (v) The train /eaves Beijing in the evening and arrives in Moscow five days later.
hole /hoaul/ (n) There is a hole in your shirt. Did you know?
tell /tel/ (v) The children are in bed. Please tell them a story.
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Holly buys one of the Barcelona
bags. Then she and her brothers take
a taxi to their hotel. Holly goes into
her room. It has two windows and
a very big bed.

“This is great,” she thinks.

Then she goes into Kev and
Trev’s room.

‘OK, what are we going to do
before the game?” she asks. “We can see the cathedral or the famous
street, “Las Ramblas”, or the Olympic Stadium or . . .’

‘No, no, no,” Kev says. “We don’t want to go to those places. We're
going to Tibidabo. It’s a funfair. Trev’s friend went there in April. It’s
great, he says.’

‘A funfair” Holly says. ‘But. .. ,

‘No “buts”,” Kev says. T'm telling you, it’s great. We're going there

— and you’re coming with us.’

great /greit/ (adj) We are going to stay in a great hotel. Do you want to come with us?
cathedral /ka'6i:dral/ (n) The big building near the river is St Paul’s Cathedral.

stadium /'sterdiam/ (n) We are going to a football game in the new stadium.

funfair /'fanfes/ (n) We had a very good day at the funfair, but now we haven’t got any money.
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The Barcelona Game

Later, Holly and the boys arrive at Tibidabo.

‘Look — there’s a big wheel!” Trev says. ‘I love big wheels.’
‘Me too,” Kev says. ‘Let’s go!’

Holly looks at the wheel. ‘Oh no,” she thinks.
Five minutes later, the wheel stops.

‘That was great,” Trev says. ‘Let’s do it again.’
Then he looks at Holly. Her face is white.
‘Are you all right?” he asks.

‘No,” Holly says. ‘U’'m not.’

Kev looks at Trev. Trev looks at Kev.

‘OK - listen,” Kev says. ‘You see that

café? Go and wait for us there. But stay
there and don’t move, OK?’

‘OK,’” Holly says.

‘And put the tickets in your bag,’
Kev says. “We don’t want to take
them with us. See you at seven kS
o’clock, OK?’ , AR

Yes, Kev,” Holly says.

She puts the tickets in her bag.
Then she walks to the café.

wheel /wi:l/ (n) The London Eye is a big wheel. You can see a lot of buildings from the top
because it moves slowly.
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Activities 2 —

Were you right?
Look at the answers to Activities 1.1 and 1.2 on page ii. Were you right?
Then finish these sentences with words from the box.

lbag friend  Spanish  café book  wheel cold taxiJ

Dad doesn't go to Spain because he has gota ...........c203 . ... .
Holly's doing ........cccoovvirnicnins at school.

On the aeroplane shereads a ...........ccccoovvirurnnnnn, about Barcelona.
At Barcelona airport she buysanew ..o .
............................... to their hotel.

11z POR————— went to Tibidabo in April.

Holly daesn’t like the Big iesassmmusismoasse at the funfair.

1
2
3
4
5 Holly, Kev and Trev take a
6
7
8

What more did you learn?
Who is talking? Write the letters, A-E.

Holly waits for Kevand Trevina ..., :

1 ‘I can’t go to —ACHOO! - Spain with you.’

2 'You can take Holly.'

3 'OK, what are we going to do before the game?’
4 ‘Are you all right?’

5 ‘And put the tickets in your bag.’
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"~ Language in use

Look at the sentences in the box.
Then look at the pictures and finish
sentences 1-6.

The Barcelona Game

S%esdow%Spamsh at school. l

You're coming with us.

[ £

T e
#2 ‘

ﬁ g A
1 Holly /read /book e tholly is reading o bock.
2 KevandTrev/sleep / aeroplane ......... oo
3 Holly/buy/newbBag = = i imnbiosig s
4 Why / you F ook / HIE? = ieomismmmesmvimemmmmmmsves rerosssisborasmens
5 Hollylsbooks £ fall /floor = i anssssoms e
6 Kev/talk/SiSter

77 What happens next?

1 Which is the right word?

At the café, Holly is happy /

She does / doesn’t like funfairs.

The tickets are in her hotel room / bag.

She wants to see Las Ramblas, a famous cathedral / street.

Kev and Trev are going to see her in the café at 6 o’clock / 7 o’clock.

” a N T o

2 What do you think? Write Yes or No.

a Is Holly going to stay in the café? ...
b Is she going to have a problem with the tickets? ...

¢ Isshe going to see Las Ramblas? ...
7
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At the café La Masia, Holly sits down. She asks for coffee. Then she
looks at her Barcelona book.

‘I wanted to see these places,” she thinks. And now I'm not
going to see them. I'm in Spain and I’'m only going to see a game of
football.’

Her coffee comes and she drinks it. Ten minutes later, a man sits at
the next table. He has a moustache and a brown coat. He has a bag
with Barcelona on it. Holly sees the bag.

‘He’s got one too,” she thinks. Then she looks at her book again.

moustache /ma'sta:f/ (n) His hair is black, but he has a long white moustache.
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The Barcelona Game

The man drinks two black coffees,
and after that he leaves. Holly closes
her book on Barcelona.

‘Now what?’ she thinks. ‘It’s only
six o’clock.’

Suddenly she remembers Oliver
Twist and smiles.

Her bag is on the floor. Holly
opens it, but then she stops smiling.
A blue shirt? An American newspaper? An address book with the
name ‘Fred Burns’ on it? v

“These aren’t my things,” she thinks. ‘T don’t understand. Where’s
my book? Where are the tickets for the . .. ?’

Then she closes her eyes. ‘Oh no. The man with the moustache.
This isn’t my bag. It’s Ais!’

.'lvvvvvvvtvvvvv YYYYIYVIYYYTYYYY
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She stands up. Suddenly her hands are cold. Where is he? Where
is he? She runs out of the café. There are a lot of people in the street.
Holly looks left and right.

‘I can't see him,” she thinks.

A boy on a motorbike is passing the café. He sees Holly’s face and
stops.

“What's wrong?” he asks her.

She starts to tell him. Then she looks across the street. A taxi is
driving away. Fred Burns is sitting in the back.

“That’s him!” she shouts. “There he goes. He’s got my bag. Stop!
StoplV

motorbike /'mautabark/ (n) He went across Europe on the back of his brother’s motorbike.
pass /pais/ (v) We are passing the shops, but we can’t stop. We haven't got time.
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The Barcelona Game

‘He can’t hear you,” says the boy. ‘The traffic’s very noisy. Listen
— do you want to follow him?

Holly looks at the boy. ‘How? On your motorbike?’

“Yes.

Holly thinks about it. ‘OK,’ she says.

The boy gives her a crash helmet. ‘Put this on,” he says.

Holly sits behind him and puts it on.

“What’s your name?” she asks.

‘Pere,’ the boy answers.

Then he starts the bike and drives quickly away.

Holly closes her eyes. Fred Burns’s taxi is yellow and black. It goes
left, right and left again very quickly. Pere follows it. Holly opens
her eyes. They are passing a big building. She remembers one of the
photos in her book.

“That’s the Olympic
Stadium,’ she thinks.

traffic /'treefik/ (n) There is a lot of traffic in this street because people drive their children to
the school.

follow /'folou/ (v) | know the place. Follow me!

crash helmet /'krz[ ,helmit/ (n) People can't see your face under that crash helmet.
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Ten minutes later, Fred Burns’s taxi is in the famous street, Las
Ramblas. Holly can see her bag in the back window. She can see
Fred Burns too.

‘Please stop!” she thinks. “Where are you going?’

There are some traffic lights in front of them. They go from green
to yellow. The taxi passes the lights, but then the lights go red. Two
old women start to walk across the street. They have got a lot of
flowers in their hands.

‘Oh no,” Holly says. She looks
at the back of Fred Burns’s head.
‘We can’t catch him now.’

‘Yes, we can,” Pere shouts.

He drives in front of the two
women very quickly. One says,
‘Aiiece!

‘Sorry?’ Pere shouts and drives
away.

minute /'minit/ (n) Work starts in ten minutes. We are going to be late.
flower /'flaua/ (n) His mother is ill. He is taking her some flowers.
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The Barcelona Game

Pere follows the taxi for a long time. Then it stops near Barcelonas
famous cathedral. Holly and Pere stop too. There are a lot of people
and cars in front of the cathedral.

‘It’s a beautiful building,” Holly thinks.

Then she remembers Fred Burns.

‘Look — there he is,” Pere says. ‘He’s getting out of the taxi.’

Holly takes off her crash helmet.

‘Stop!” she shouts. ‘Mr Burns! Please stop.”
She gets off the bike and starts to run.

o
OF B i g
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Activities 3

Were you right?
Look at your answers to Activity 2.4. Were you right? Now answer these
questions. Write Holly, Fred or Pere.

N OO 1A WN -

Who has a moustache? L
Who says, ‘He's got my bag!'? T
Who gives Holly a crash helmet? ...

Who is American? .

Who has a brown coat?

Who sits behind Pere on his motorbike? ...

Who drives in front of two women on Las Ramblas?  .............

What more did you learn?

Put these sentences in the right order. Write 1-8 in the boxes.

a
b

C

A boy on a motorbike is passing the café.

Holly and Pere pass the Olympic Stadium.

A man sits next to Holly at the Café La Masia.

‘Sorry!” Pere shouts and drives away.

Fred Burns gets out of his taxi at Barcelona cathedral.

Holly finds an address book with the name ‘Fred Burns’ on it.
Two old women start to walk across Las Ramblas.

Holly gets onto the boy’s motorbike.
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The Barcelona Game

"7 Language in use

Look at the words in the box. Then SheAlc;ok; a&bss tHe “str;eet.'

finish the paragraph with these * Fred Burns is sitting in the back. ;
words. .

after in front of next to near at off
across out of in on with

3 (o1 VR EFS] 5]« R———— Fred Burns ..o Café La
Masia. He leaves .....cosvsimimsssssesiens her bag and she runs ..o
the café. Pere is passing .....c...cccoveneieiviins a motorbike. He stops and looks
............................... Holly. ‘What's wrong?’ he asks. They follow Fred Burns's
taxi, but there are some traffic lights .............................. them.Two old
women Walk ..., the street, but Pere drives very quickly. After
a long time, Fred Burns's taxi StOPS ... the cathedral. Then
Pere stops his motorbike too, and Holly runs ..., Fred Burns.

" What happens next?
It is 6.35. Holly, Pere and Fred Burns are at the cathedral. Kev and Trev
are at Tibidabo. Who is talking in these pictures? Write the name of the

person and the letter of the right picture.

X’ N

1 ‘Run! He's going in
cathedral!’
‘.‘.PQY:?-.... -.......E ....... 4 ‘Who are you’ and hOW do you

2 'Excuse me.You've got my bag.’ know my name?’




Pere watches the English girl. She is running very quickly. Fred
Burns is walking into the cathedral. The American hears his name

and stops.

‘Me?” he says.

He looks left and right. Then he sees Holly. She runs to him and
starts talking. Two minutes later, she comes back to Pere. There is a
big smile on her face.

‘Have you got the right bag now?” he asks.

‘Yes, I have.” Holly is very happy. ‘Oh, Pere, thank you. How can
I...? But then she stops smiling. ‘Oh, no.
What time is it?’

Pere looks at his watch.
“Twenty to seven. Why?’

Suddenly Holly’s face
is white again.

‘Kev and Trev. They’re
going to be at Lz Masia
in twenty minutes.’




The Barcelona Game

She tells Pere about her brothers and the football game.

‘I understand,” the Spanish boy says. ‘OK — put your helmet on
again.’

Pere and Holly drive back to La Masia very quickly. They pass a lot
of beautiful old buildings.

“This is great,” Holly thinks. T'm seeing Barcelona now.’

Five minutes later, she and Pere pass the big wheel at Tibidabo.

“What time is it now?” Holly asks.

‘One minute to seven,” the Spanish boy says. ‘It's OK. Youre not
going to be late.” '
He stops in front of the café. Holly looks at the people there.
‘Good,’ she says. ‘Kev and Trev aren't here.’
Then she gets off the motorbike.
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‘Pere — how can I thank you?” she says.

‘That’s OK,’ Pere answers. ‘I had a good time.’
He sits on his motorbike and says,"

Have a good time at the game, OK?’

He starts his bike.
Then he drives away.

Kev and Trev arrive at the
café. Holly is reading Oliver
Twist. She looks up.

‘Oh, hello,” she says. ‘Are we

going now?’
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The Barcelona Game

There are a lot of people in the Nou Camp football stadium. Kev,
Trev and Holly get there ten minutes before the game.

‘Have you got the tickets?” Kev asks his sister.

“Yes,” Holly says, and she takes them from her bag.

The boys buy food and Cola.Then they all sit down.

“We had a great time this afternoon,’ Trev says.

‘Yes,” Kev says. ‘A great time.’

‘Good,” Holly says. ‘Me too.”

Kev looks at Trev. Trev looks at Kev. Then they look at their litdle
sister and smile.

“You!” Kev says. ‘Holly, you never have . . .

But the players are coming into the stadium.

‘United! United!” Kev and Trev shout.

Holly looks at them.
‘Yes, me,” she thinks. ‘/ had a great time.’
She smiles. Then she opens Oliver Tiwist and starts to read.
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Talk about it

Look at the picture. Holly and Pere are talking. What are they saying?
Work with a friend.

You are Pere. Ask Holly about her visit to Barcelona and her
home in England.

Student B | You are Holly. Answer Pere’s questions. Then ask him questions.

Write about it

Holly is writing about Barcelona. Put these words in the right places.

visit W(rr)‘rlympic Vr;streeAtH Spain ;__figgib_axllﬁ ‘}'unfair beautifulw

Borcelona is n . It has a very

o cothedral, a B0 rindentiicnits hssmestspmiraiiop SOOI
- the Nou Camp - and an R — stodium too
Las Ramblas is o famous . i Barcelona. And
there’s Tibidabo, a big . A A lot of people

Barcelona every yeor
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° Work with a friend. Ask and

QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS

After the summer holidays, Holly's friends ask a lot of questions about
her visit to Barcelona. What do they ask about:

+ Barcelona?
Pere?

+ her family?

+ the football game?
Fred Burns?

Start your questions with these words:

How many ...? What ...? Which ...? Where ...?
Who ...? Why ...2 When ...? Do ..? Did ...?
Is .7 Are ..? Was ...?7 Were ...?

My brothers |
wanted to see the |
football game. |

answer the questions
in Activity 1.

Why did

you go to
Barcelona?




Project My Summer Holiday i

Now write an article for a school newspaper about Holly's visit to
Barcelona.

Holly Hooper’s

visit to

‘An American man walked
out with my bag.’

‘I'm doing Spanish at school.’ | ‘Barcelona is a very
‘ beautiful place.’
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